
Prospective Students - MA or PhD? 

The department offers the Master of Arts (MA) degree and the PhD degree in Economics. 

The MA program is a 33-credit, 2-year degree that provides professional training for students aiming to 
work with consulting firms, government agencies, self-employment, or corporations; or for students 
pursuing Master's work as an exploratory step toward possible PhD studies. Though not intended as a 
first step to the department's PhD program, credits earned in the Master's program can be counted 
toward the PhD if a student wishes to continue and is approved to do so. 

The department will admit, directly into a 72-credit PhD-track program, students who have suitable 
undergraduate background at the Bachelor's degree level, as well as students seeking to transfer from a 
Master's program. (Of the 72 credits, up to 9 may be transferred from a Master's program elsewhere, 
and up to 30 may be transferred from the Master's at CSU.) Regardless of background, students applying 
to and admitted to the PhD track will officially have MA status during the first two years and then "move 
up"; exceptions are possible upon request, for students whose financial sponsorship requires them to 
have PhD status from the start. The PhD program prepares students for academic careers at universities 
and colleges in the US and around the world, as well as for advanced assignments in government 
agencies or the private sector. The department has a 100% placement record for its PhD graduates, in all 
recent years. 

Students applying to either the MA or PhD program must have appropriate undergraduate training. This 
may include an economics Bachelor's degree or similar program of study, and must include satisfactory 
undergraduate course work in intermediate microeconomics, intermediate macroeconomics, 
econometrics, and calculus. Applicants who do not meet prerequisites may in some cases may be 
granted conditional admission, with the expectation that they will meet missing requirements in the 
summer before entering the program, or have admission deferred until they satisfy the requirements. 

If you are requesting financial support consideration, Fall admissions applications will be accepted until 
February 15 at 4pm Mountain Standard Time (MST).  Applications received after that time will be 
considered for admission only (no funding) if they are received before April 1 (international students) or 
May 1 (domestic students). You should plan to submit an application during this time period as 
applications will not be accepted after these dates. Please note that these dates are for complete 
applications including all letters of reference. We generally do not grant any spring admissions.  
  
Note that we require the general GRE exam score (minimum 305 on Verbal plus Quantitative and at 
least 155 on Quantitative), a GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale or higher for the last completed degree, and 
evidence of appropriate background course work, though we may grant conditional admission in some 
cases.  The minimum TOEFL score acceptable to the University for admission, however, is 80 (internet 
based) or the minimum IETLS score is 6.5 (alternately, the minimum PTE score is 58).  This is a University 
requirement. 

We typically offer 6-8 Graduate Teaching Assistantships position per year. The offer includes tuition and 
a stipend. 

Please contact Graduate Program Coordinator, Professor Daniele Tavani with any further questions: 
https://economics.colostate.edu/author/dtavani/ 
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